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Special thanks to Jim Masterson and his staff at the
Union Township Chamber of Commerce for their
input and assistance.
Town photos are courtesy of UnionTV34
Cover Photo by Jeff Shanes

This is a supplement of EDGE® Magazine, for further
information call (908) 994-5138.

Highest Quality Jeweler at Wholesale Prices

FULL SERVICE JEWELER
Jewelry & Watch Repair
Diamond Setting
Special Orders & 
Custom Design
14K, 18K & Platinum
High End Watches
Appraisals • Engraving

1000 Stuyvesant Avenue, Union, NJ 07083
Corner of Morris Avenue

908.687.7002          www.richpawnnj.com

— 8 LOCATIONS —

EDISON | CLIFTON | N. PLAINFIELD | UNION CITY
NEWARK | BELLEVILLE | ELIZABETH | UNION



U2

Photos courtesy of UnionTV34



Our Town Special  U3

VISIT US ON THE WEB www.edgemagonline.com

The Union Township story began 350 years
ago, when English settlers first arrived in 
New Jersey and set about the difficult and
dangerous task of carving a new colony out

of the wilderness. Their first foothold, Elizabethtown,
encompassed land that included present-day Union
Township. However, it would be several more years
before a group of families pushed west and actually
set down roots here. Many of these pioneers
journeyed from Connecticut under the leadership of
the reverend Samuel Pierson; consequently, the area
was known for a century-and-a-half as Connecticut
Farms. It was famous for, among other things, a
particular type of hard cider known as Jersey
Lightning. 

During the struggle for independence, the residents
of Connecticut Farms found themselves between the
Redcoats and Washington’s troops in Morristown.
The militia turned back a combined force of British
and Hessian soldiers at the Rahway River in the Battle
of Springfield on June 23, 1780. The citizen-soldiers
fought fiercely, outraged by the murder of Hannah
Caldwell two weeks earlier. Caldwell, the wife of a
popular minister, had been felled by a musket shot in
her home while playing with her children. On the night
after the battle, enemy soldiers (who may have
imbibed some Jersey Lightning) broke into Liberty Hall
and encountered one of Governor William Livingston’s
daughters in a white nightgown, backlit by an
electrical storm. They fled in terror, believing her to be

Hannah’s ghost. Caldwell’s death is memorialized in
the official seal of Union County.

In 1808, the close-knit farming community officially
broke off from Elizabeth and chose the name Union.
Among its most prominent families were the Keans,
who married into the Livingston family and—three
years after the township changed its name—
purchased Liberty Hall. Over the next 196 years, the
Keans lived in the historic structure, distinguishing
themselves generation after generation in business
and politics. In 2007, Liberty Hall became part of the
Kean University campus. The school had moved to
Union from Newark in 1958.

From a population of just a few thousand in the late
1800s, the township saw its numbers increase
steadily throughout the 20th century. Farms gave way
to residential neighborhoods as New Jersey grew and
people migrated from the state’s urban enclaves to its
sylvan suburbs. Light industry followed, creating
employment opportunities and boosting the
population into the tens of thousands by the 1950s. 

Today, Union is home to more than 55,000 people. It
boasts two distinct cultural and commercial arteries—
Union Center, a downtown shopping district, and
busy Route 22—along with dozens of parks,
playgrounds and athletic fields. In 2008, Union
celebrated its bicentennial. That same year, it was
ranked among the Top 100 places to live in America
by CNN and Money magazine.  

Union Township
History in the Making
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If you are50 or older
Are you aware?

COLON CANCER…
• Is the second leading cause of cancer related deaths 

for both males and females after age 50.

• Is “PREVENTABLE” with removal of precancerous polyp 
by a screening COLONOSCOPY.

• Is “CURABLE” with early detection through a COLONOSCOPY.

…ARE YOU AT RISK?
More information call 1-877-Colon50 (265 6650)

695 Chestnut Street • Union, NJ 07083
(908) 688-6565 • www.cddnj.com

COLONOSCOPY CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE

Colon Cancer – 
an “Equal 
Opportunity” 
disease.

Samiappan Muthusamy, MD, FACG, FACP, AGAF
Clinical Assistant Professor at Seton Hall University

Diplomate, American Board of Gastroenterology

Dan Ramasamy, MD, CNSP
Diplomate, American Board of Gastroenterology

Sujala Chirla, MD
Diplomate, American Board of Gastroenterology

Aaron Javier, PA-C
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So You Think You Know 

Test your knowledge of the township’s history, 
landmarks and prominent citizens!

1. Present-day Union once went by the name
Connecticut Farms because...

A Hartford cattle grazed there
B Many of its original settlers were from

Connecticut
C It was founded by the Duke of Essex
D Tobacco grew wild there

2. In 1989, which international political figure
visited Union High School?

A George Bush
B Margaret Thatcher
C Francois Mitterand
D Mikhail Gorbachev

3. Which Union neighborhood was featured in
the 1989 Meryl Streep film She Devil?

A Putnam Manor
B Larchmont Estates
C Brookside Heights
D Parkside Manor
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4. Which Union celebrity
once appeared in a
Spider-Man comic?

A Robert Wuhl
B Artie Lange
C Ray Liotta
D Kelly Kulick

5. In the early 1900s, sections of Union were
taken to form...

A Roselle Park
B Hillside
C Kenilworth
D All of the above

6. Which Union mayor served 34 consecutive
terms?

A Charles Schramm
B Fred Biertuempfel
C James Woodruff
D John Doremus

7. As of 2014, how many women have served as
Union mayor?

A Three
B Two
C One
D None

Marvel Comics
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8. The 212-foot Union Water Tower was once...

A Painted blue
B The tallest watersphere in the world 
C Considered a hazard to planes

approaching Newark Airport
D All of the above 

9. As part of an experiment, Thomas Edison
designed several homes in Union out of what
material?

A Concrete
B Rubber
C Bakelite
D Light bulbs
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Quiz answers at the end 
of page 12!
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HEALTHCARE
TRAINING INSTITUTE
The world of Healthcare is waiting for you!

1969 Morris Avenue • Union      
908-851-7711         

For information visit htinj.edu

HEALTHCARE
TRAINING INSTITUTE
The world of Healthcare is waiting for you!

Patient Care Technician
Diagnostic Medical Ultrasound Technologist

Medical Assistant Technician
Medical Billing and Coding Specialist

Hands-on training and job placement assistance!
Financial Aid available to those who qualify

“Your Success is Our Goal”

1969 Morris Avenue • Union      
908-851-7711         

For information visit htinj.edu

10. Union’s Home Depot is the largest in the
country. How many square feet does it
cover?

A 127,000
B 172,000
C 217,000
D 721,000 

11. Which Union High graduate played baseball
for both the Yankees and Mets?

A Elliott Maddox
B Al Santorini
C Ed Collins
D Pat Collins

12. In what year did Kean College (now Kean
University) relocate from Newark to Union?

A 1855
B 1955
C 1958
D 1985
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Café Z • 2333 Morris Ave. • (908) 686-4321

“Everything here is prepared fresh daily. Our Chicken
Rapa is a boneless breast topped with sautéed
broccoli rabe, sundried tomatoes, and diced fresh
tomatoes served in a white wine, olive oil and garllc
sauce with cappellini.”  

— Patricia Inghilleri  

Chestnut Chateau • 649 Chestnut St. 
(908) 964-8696

“I studied French cuisine and have a Greek back-
ground, so you might say we are a ‘Mediterranean’
seafood and steak house. What I enjoy preparing the
most—and our regulars ask for—is the seafood fra
diavolo: mussels, clams, shrimp, scallops and lobster
tail in a spicy tomato sauce over a bed of pasta,
garnished with fresh basil.”

The Chef Recommends…

These menu picks turn first-timers into regulars  

By Millicent K. Brody
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—George Niotis

Cioffi’s of Union • 929 Stuyvesant Ave.
(908) 964-3300

“I’m a pasta junkie…I love our Rigatoni Vodka, 
which may be served as a main dish, or as a side 
to accompany our Veal Chop Murphy. Our warm
chocolate lava cake served with vanilla ice cream is
our signature dessert.”

—Carmine Cioffi

Garden Restaurant • 943 Magie Ave.
(908) 558-0101

“Our signature crab cakes are what brings people
back to The Garden. The lunch menu features 
crab cakes with a medley of roasted vegetables
and  potato, while our dinner menu features an entrée
portion served over a mixed green salad.”

—Spiro Kritakos

Mario’s Tutto Bene • 495 Chestnut St.
(908) 687-3250

“Our customers love our vinegar pork chops. We use
Italian bread crumbs and serve them Frenched, with
sautéed sweet vinegar peppers, prepared with
prosciutto and garlic. They arrive with house-made
roasted or mashed potatoes.”

—John Garofalo  

Mark Twain Diner • 1601 Morris Ave.
(908) 687-1600

“Our buttermilk pancakes are prepared from an old
family recipe; our smooth and creamy strawberry
cheesecake was voted one of the best in the state by
NJ.com.” 

—Larry Stavros

Weddings • Buffets • Anniversaries
Showers • Corporate Parties • Banquets

Galloping Hill Road and Chestnut Street
Union, New Jersey  � 908-686-2683

gallopinghill@comcast.net

Galloping Hill Caterers
Come visit our newly renovated facility. 
We offer a unique atmosphere of elegance 

and romance at prices that make sense.



Our Town Special  U11

VISIT US ON THE WEB www.edgemagonline.com

O Lagar • 1252 Stuyvesant Ave. • (908) 687-7020

“Paella is our signature dish. We start with a sofrito—
the art of blending chopped onions, peppers, garlic,
and sausage. Once the sofrito hits the right
temperature, we add all the shellfish: shrimp, lobster,
clams, mussels, scallops and calamari. As the
seafood warms, and the shellfish open, rice, stock,
and spices join the mix. The paella is complete when
all of the sauce is absorbed.”

—José Bargo  

The Red Cadillac • 2258 Morris Ave.
(908) 349-8411

“Our very small menu features fish tacos, which arrive
with saffron rice and beans; our best dessert is our
house-made fried ice cream with a crunchy crust.”

—Joe Montes 

Rio Rodizio • 2185 Rte. 22 • (908) 206–0060

“For first-time visitors I always recommend the
Rodizio. It features different types of steak and other
meats seasoned with a Brazilian technique. Each is
sliced at your table right off the grill until you say Stop.
Our ultimate salad bar—with over 50 hot and cold
items—is included, so it’s a true ‘all-you-can-eat’
experience. For those who don’t eat meat, we also

Chestnut Chateau

20% off 
lunch or dinner

entrees
weekends excluded

not to be combined with 
any other offer

649 Chestnut St., Union, NJ • 908-964-8696

N

chestnutchateaunj.com
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have a great sushi chef.”
—Richard Tandoc

Ristorante da Benito • 184 Walton Ave.
(908) 964-5850

“Our Osso Buco is consistently well-received with one
word: Fabulous. We take time to marinate, sizzle,
massage, sear, and glaze it before placing the meat
into a 350 degree oven for four hours. The work in
progress continues until tomatoes and fine herbs are
added for zest. The final dish is spectacular.”

—Chef Benny

Ursino • 1075 Morris Ave. • (908) 249-4099

“From the very first day that Ursino opened, our
signature appetizer has been smoked swordfish. The
inspiration for the dish came while traveling to Rome
with my father. It’s saturated with California olive oil,
garden fennel, and sweet pea tendrils. For dessert,
Ursino features a warm tian of caramelized pear and
fennel. It sits above a tart of cranberry purée, and
marinated Asian pear, topped with a hazelnut fluff and

pistachio gremolata.”
—Peter Turso

Van Gogh’s Ear Café • 1017 Stuyvesant Ave. 
(908) 810-1844

“Our customers love our small plates, including
Buffalo chicken meatballs and house-marinated roast
beef sliders with caramelized onions and horseradish
mayonnaise.”

—Sarah Perara
So You Think You Know Union…
Answers: 1B, 2A, 3D, 4D, 5D, 6B, 7B, 8D,
9A, 10C, 11A, 12C 
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CARING

FOR YOU IN

EVERY WAY

Trinitas Regional Medical Center is a Catholic Teaching Hospital sponsored by the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth in partnership with Elizabethtown Healthcare Foundation.

Trinitas Regional Medical Center “Centers of Excellence”

Behavioral Health • Cancer • Cardiology • Maternal/Child Health • Renal • School of Nursing

Senior Services • Sleep Disorders • Women’s Services • Wound Healing/Diabetes Management

225 WILLIAMSON STREET • ELIZABETH, NJ 07202
908.994.5000 • WWW.TRINITASRMC.ORG






